
Findings of Public Consultation So Far



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ A new community centre/hub is badly needed and would be universally welcomed.

❑ It needs to be able to accommodate a broad range of activities and age groups, such as a 

makeshift cinema/theatre, facilities for children and young adults, and groups that cater to the 

elderly.

❑ Some residents oppose the inclusion of sporting facilities in the community centre, citing the 

proximity to Newbattle campus.

❑ Residents generally favoured the site close to the park over others. 

❑ Some residents question how the facilities in a new community centre/hub in Mayfield differ from 

those already on offer in Newbattle Community Campus.

❑ Utilising church hall as part of the community facility offering is welcomed by the church as well 

as the residents. 



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ Rerouting buses trough Mayfield Place is met with positive feedback. Some commented on the 

inconvenient locations of current bus tops, and the difficulty for elderly and disabled residents to 

navigate busy main roads and steep gradients. 

❑ The majority agree that a new road coming down towards the park can bring exciting 

opportunities for local businesses and the park. But concerns were raised regarding possible 

gathering of youth in cars after closing time. The bus route should also reflect any change in 

street layout. 

❑ Better and more frequent local bus connection to neighbouring towns and shops is needed, 

particularly for residents with mobility issues.

❑ Several comments were made that it is easier for some residents to go to the library in Dalkeith 

than using the one locally.

❑ Many residents agree that more visible and better signages are needed for the town centre, 

especially for visitors unfamiliar to Mayfield.

❑ Most residents consider it important to improve street lighting along the path to the high school.



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ Residents overwhelmingly agree a better retail offering is needed, giving people more reasons 

to come into the town centre.

❑ Most residents welcome the possible introduction of a new store into the town centre, one that is 

similar in size to Scotmid, possibly offering more than just food items. 

❑ Some residents cautioned against having too many shop units in the centre. The plan needs to 

be viable and realistic.

❑ Some residents cited Craigmillar as an example of good retail offering. 



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ Residents generally welcome the idea of a series of public art display invoking the memories of 

a mining heritage.

❑ It can incorporate a walking route around Mayfield encouraging physical activity among 

residents, and better connectivity with neighbouring towns. 

❑ Gala Day is seen as a hugely important day in Mayfield’s social calendar, which can also be 

incorporated into the greater public art trail. 

❑ Adequate space and facilities such as toilets need to be made available for Gala day in the new 

town centre.

❑ Some form of artistic collaboration is of strong interest to community activists in neighbouring 

Newtongrange.



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ Most residents would welcome some form of additional local health care facility. 

❑ The idea of general housing in the town centre is met with overwhelmingly negative reaction. 

Those who are for the idea would generally prefer bungalows or houses over flats.

❑ The idea of amenity housing (housing for the elderly) in the town centre is more positively 

received.
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On the Question of…

❑ A majority of those who take part in the consultation are neutral or broadly positive of the idea of 

a new primary school somewhere in the centre of Mayfield. However, those who are against 

such move hold their views very strongly. 

❑ Whist recognising the need for a new primary school due to population expansion, several residents 

expressed strong opinions against the idea of bringing a primary school right into the town centre location, 

citing concerns of permanent loss of prime park real estate and mature trees, increase in littering, noise 

pollution, antisocial behaviour and the negative impact it can have on town centre’s already tricky traffic and 

parking situation.

❑ Some residents question the rationale behind such a move, given that there are already several schools in 

the immediate vicinity. 

❑ Roughly equal number of residents expressed positive views on a school at a central location. They 

generally consider the park to be sparsely used and too big. For those who are for the idea, the loss of part 

of the park is an acceptable trade-off for a development embracing the park. 

❑ They would welcome the liveliness and additional footfall a primary school could bring to the town centre, 

but also stressed the importance of careful management of increased traffic. 



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ Whilst the same concerns about traffic and possible undesirable behaviours still remain, those who support 

the idea seem more relaxed about siting a school away from the very centre of Mayfield, and the potential 

loss of wooded area and the vacant housing site is regarded as palatable.

❑ Additional traffic as a result of a new school would largely bypass the town centre and the northern site is 

close enough to the town centre to bring benefits to local business. 

❑ Some residents point out the existing access points that can be utilised in a new school and children centre 

complex. 



camerons

On the Question of…

❑ No overwhelming favourite emerges at the end of the exercise. Residents commented on a 

broad range of aspects from each concept. Early impression is that Concept D&E are marginally 

ahead of others. 

❑ Several residents expressed concern about the unfinished Melville flats and what would happen 

to them if left vacant for too long. 


