
Foxgrove Path, South Oxhey 
Client: Watford Community Housing 
Development: 53 Affordable & Shared Ownership Homes

Overview 
Foxgrove Path is a high-quality residential development in South Oxhey, delivering 
53 much-needed homes for Watford Community Housing. The scheme comprises 
a mix of affordable rent and shared ownership properties, designed to create a 
sustainable, attractive extension to the existing community. 
 
For Howarth Contractors, the project marked the first collaboration with Watford 
Community Housing, setting the foundation for a strong and successful partnership.

The Challenge 
The brief was to deliver a diverse, mixed-tenure housing scheme that would:

•	 Provide high-quality, energy-efficient homes

•	 Integrate seamlessly with the surrounding estate

•	 Achieve strong sustainability credentials

•	 Be delivered efficiently through a collaborative partnership approach

The development also needed to balance design quality, build performance, 
and affordability, while meeting increasing expectations around environmental 
performance and modern living standards.

Tender & Partnership Approach 
Howarth Contractors were appointed through a two-stage tender process, enabling early 
engagement and collaboration with Watford Community Housing. 

This approach allowed both parties to:

Provide high-quality, energy-efficient homes

•	 Reduce risk before entering into contract

•	 Refine design and buildability

•	 Align on programme, cost, and quality expectations

The result was a project delivered in the true spirit of partnership, with open 
communication, shared objectives, and a focus on achieving the best possible outcome.

The Development



The Development 
Foxgrove Path delivers a total of 53 homes, comprising:

•	 17 affordable rent properties

•	 36 shared ownership homes

The scheme includes:

•	 8 one-bedroom flats

•	 28 two-bedroom houses

•	 15 three-bedroom houses

•	 2 four-bedroom houses

All homes were designed to provide comfortable, modern living, with:

•	 Private gardens (front and rear for houses)

•	 Parking spaces with electric vehicle charging points

•	 High-quality internal and external finishes

The development also enhances the wider neighbourhood, incorporating:

•	 A new play area

•	 A landscaped pond as part of a sustainable drainage system

•	 A layout that naturally extends the existing estate

Construction & Delivery

Main works commenced in June 2024, with the project reaching completion in November 2025.

The development was constructed using:

•	 Traditional brick and block construction

•	 Timber joist floors and timber roof structures

This approach ensured durability, reliability, and a high-quality finish across the scheme.

Sustainability & Performance



Sustainability & Performance 
Sustainability was a key driver throughout the project, with a range of energy 
efficient measures incorporated into every home.

Low-Carbon Technology and Future-Ready Infrastructure

•	 Air source heat pumps providing heating and hot water

•	 Solar PV panels installed on every home, feeding directly into residents’ 
electricity supply

•	 Electric vehicle charging points for every property

Enhanced Building Fabric

•	 150mm fully filled cavity insulation

•	 Enhanced insulation to floors and loft spaces

•	 Rigorous air tightness testing, achieving approximately 3% air leakage, 
exceeding typical performance expectations

Quality & Recognition 
The scheme has received LABC Quality Award recognition, reflecting high 
construction standards, attention to detail, and strong site management and 
delivery.

The quality of the homes is further demonstrated by market demand, with all 
properties being let or reserved quickly, and shared ownership homes fully reserved 
off-plan.

Client Feedback



Client Feedback 
The partnership between Howarth Contractors and Watford Community Housing 
was a key driver of success.

Nick Wright, Group Director of Partnerships at Watford Community Housing 
said: 
 
“We’re delighted to have worked with Howarth Homes on the scheme. 
Howarth have been really good to work with, good communications, really 
great in terms of site management, high quality build that is a delight to see, 
really good design, really well finished.”

Tina Barnard, Chief Executive at Watford Community Housing said: 
 
“It’s an absolutely fantastic scheme… a great community in South Oxhey. 
We’re really looking forward to seeing residents move in.”

Outcome & Impact 
Foxgrove Path has successfully delivered a thriving new community of high-quality, 
future-ready homes that support a wide range of residents through a balanced mix 
of tenures. The sustainable development sets a clear benchmark for collaborative 
delivery and quality construction, significantly reducing long-term energy costs 
for its occupants. For Howarth Contractors, the scheme represents a major 
achievement, earning substantial recognition for excellence in design, build quality, 
and environmental performance. 
 
The completed project demonstrates Howarth Contractors’ ability to deliver high-
performing, sustainable housing by establishing a strong foundation for ongoing 
collaboration. From early contractor involvement through to final handover, 
the scheme showcases an enduring commitment to quality, innovation, and 
partnership, ultimately resulting in modern homes that meet today’s rigorous 
standards while supporting communities well into the future.


